Endothelial EA.hy 926 cells can be loaded with cationized LDL, but not with acetylated LDL.
EA.hy 926 cells, a human endothelial cell line, show characteristics of differentiated endothelial cells. Endothelial cells normally express membrane scavenger receptors. Therefore modified LDL, eg., acetylated LDL, can be taken up, causing accumulation of mass amounts of cholesterol. We have shown that EA.hy 926 cells cannot be loaded with cholesterol using acetylated LDL, but can be efficiently enriched with cholesterol by incubation with cationized LDL. The loaded cells may serve as models for studies on reverse cholesterol transport.